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peace principle wherever it has been tried. " When a man's 
ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him." O how long shall man be taught, and by 
Christians too, that it is better to trust in the weapons of war, 
than in the promises of God ? When will they enforce, as 
rules of universal obligation, those principles which will pre- 
vail in that blissful period, when, " instead of the thorn, shall 
spring up the myrtle, the solitary place shall be made glad, 
and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose ? " 

Thus I have endeavored to present some of those influences 
which bias the mind in favor of war, and to suggest some of 
the most obvious means of removing them. As these preju- 
dices are chiefly formed by education, so by education they 
must be counteracted. But it must be remembered that the 
removal of prejudices, however important, will never alone 
effect the abolition of war. This will not strike at the root of 
the evil. We must go deeper. We must overcome those 
dispositions which lead to war. We must suppress, every 
where, the war spirit. This can be effected only by the influ- 
ence of Christianity on the hearts of men. " Then wars must 
cease," says Knox, " as the stream ceases to flow when the 
fountain is destitute of water, and the tree no longer blossoms 
and buds when the fibres which extract moisture from the 
earth, are rescinded and withered. The cause ceasing, the 
effect can no longer follow." A. Z. 



Article IV. 

THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS REGARDING WAR LEARNED FROM 
THE BIBLE. 

If favorable opinions as to the morality of a custom might 
be safely argued from its antiquity alone, the resort to physical 
violence between nations is just ; it has prevailed from the 
days of the patriarchs till now. If general acquiescence in a 
practice, or the extent to which men carry it, or the vigor with 
which they urge it, might be deemed a safe criterion of judg- 
ment, then too must a favorable decision be recorded as to the 
moral propriety of war ; for comparatively few have as yet 
ever dissented in respect to its defensibleness and expediency, 
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while, on a theatre as broad as the earth, it has called out the 
most determined purposes and energetic actions of beings im- 
mortal and accountable to God. 

Believing that the divine will declares human duty, we shall 
aim, in the present article, to ascertain from the Scriptures, 
the Christian's duty regarding war. The points to which 
reference is to be had are these : In what light ought wars to 
be viewed ? Should the custom be acquiesced in, or op- 
posed 1 

Let us first consult the Old Testament. 

I. This shows that, often, the patriarchs and their de- 
scendants, the Israelites, were engaged in warfare in obe- 
dience to God. The custom, as it obtained with the Hebrews, 
was never disapproved of Heaven. Hence the question arises, 
whether we may reason from this fact to justify modern wars. 
' The Israelites,' it is often argued, ' made war in accordance 
with the divine will ; and, therefore, Christian nations may, in 
their contests, have the same sanction.' But is not this argu- 
ment based on assumption? Does it not evidently assume 
that the condition of the Jews and that of Christians are similar 
as to the custom in question ? We have to inquire, then, does 
there exist, between their case and ours, the analogy assumed ? 

These circumstances affect the inquiry : 1. Jehovah de- 
clared his choice of the Jews, as depositaries of true religion, 
" by great terrors and by wars ; " * while, to manifest his elec- 
tion of Christians for this purpose, the earth was lulled into 
quietude, and, lighted down from heaven, embassies of angels 
sung in audible songs, " On earth peace." — 2. Often the 
Jews were so explicitly commanded to fight, that, had they 
declined it, they would have deliberately disobeyed Jehovah.f 
It cannot be shown that such injunctions have ever been laid 
on Christians. What believer, by reluctance to engage in war, 
puts Christ to open shame ? — 3. There were nations by God 
himself "delivered to the Jews," with the intent that they 
should be "utterly destroyed." J When have any people 
been divinely given up to Christians for purposes of utter 
destruction ? — 4. God employed the Jews, in these extermi- 
nating wars, as executioners of the sentence which he, as judge, 
passed on those nations because of their sins.§ Christians, 
however, should shrink from taking it on them to minister 
Heaven's anger upon the wicked. || — 5. In their conflicts, 

* Deut. 4: 34, 35. f Num. 31:2— 7. Josh. 8: 1, 2. X Deut. 7: 2, 9: 3. 
§ Deut. 9: 4, 5. Compare Lev. 18: 20. || Luke 20: 52—56. 
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preservation was guaranteed to the Jews ; * and the stipulation 
was so faithfully performed, that they could slay myriads of 
enemies without losing even one of their own men.f What 
security of this kind have Christians ? — 6. Because the Jewish 
warriors once measured their ability for war by the ordinary 
principles of warfare, God terribly punished them.| By what 
other principles can Christians estimate warlike endowments, 
or military strength ? — 7. When the Jews were " beaten before 
their enemies," this was proof that there lay on them some 
heinous sin.§ Such an event they might class with unnatural 
and supernatural ills.|[ But how do discomfitures betoken any 
thing with certainty as to the moral state of Christians ? — 
8. The Jews were authorized to pronounce their enemies, in 
general, enemies of God.1I Can Christian nations say or 
believe thus ? They are frequently ranged each against each 
in enmity. If, at such times, they must reciprocally account 
themselves God's foes, where are then his friends ? — 9. To the 
Jews Jehovah pledged habitual protection in war.** He has 
no where given a similar pledge to Christians. Such an im- 
pregnable shield has never been thrown over them ; or history 
had told a less bloody tale. 

The cases, as they appear to us, are much at variance. 
There is less of resemblance than of contrast. From the ex- 
ample of the Jews, it seems clear that war, as at present ex- 
cited, and managed, and sought, is indeed very seldom capable 
of being justified in reason and before God. Have we not 
found, then, at the least, a plain intimation that the will of 
God to each of us says, " Oppose the custom, favor it not, 
labor to do it away ? " 

II. But the Old Testament announces that war is to end. 
Its prophecies to this effect are as rich as they are explicit. 
We may refer to one of them. " Every battle of the warrior 
is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood," declares 
Isaiah ; ff and then passing to tell of the birth of Christ, mark 
the appellation which he gives as the grand climax of the 
Saviour's other illustrious titles, " His name shall be called the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, THE PRINCE 
OF PEACE," %X i. e., the peaceful Ruler, the Ruler of 
happy, peaceful men. Read also these sure words : " It shall 

*Num. 10:8, 9. Deut. 1: 29— 31, 20: 1— 4. t Num. 31: 49. 

t Num. 13: 31—33, 14: 28—38. Josh. 5: 6. 

§Josh. 7:4— 8. Ps. 81:13, 14. II Lev. 26: 14— 39. Deut. 28: 15— 68. 

IT Num. 10:35. Judges 5: 30,31. ** Num. 10:9. 2 Kings 6: 16, 17:39. 

•ft Chap. 9: 5. ft Is- 9: 6. 
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come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established, . . . and all nations shall flow unto 
it. . . . And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people ; [what shall the consequence of this establish- 
ment and this judgment be ?] and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anv more." * It would seem that the only ques- 
tion one need ask here is, to what period is the phrase " last 
days " to be referred ? This the apostles have answered.f It 
specifies the time of Christianity. (And the reader will 
please remember this, while dwelling on the other prophecies 
of the same import as these.) It embraces the whole range of 
years succeeding the death of Christ ; during which his religion 
ought to have been received in full in all men's hearts, and 
obeyed in full in all men's lives. Prophecy thus determinately 
assures us, that it is God's purpose, not merely that wars shall 
cease, but that their cessation shall be effected by human 
agency, through the instrumentality of Christians. 

Does any one now ask, " by what Christians ? when are 
they to live ? " The ready answer is this : Our religion is 
Christianity. Its character is permanent ; it is not to be dis- 
placed ; no other dispensation will succeed it. It is no re- 
specter of persons. What it requires of any, it demands of all. 
It has no new requisitions to propose ; it will abate now noth- 
ing of that which it will demand in later days. It does require 
of us every thing which in ages hence it will of our posterity. 
Christianity with its present principles and -obligations is to 
extirpate the custom of war ; that is, Christians — all that bear 
the name of Christ — are bound to conjoin their hearts and 
their hands to extirpate it. Are you who read this, a Chris- 
tian ? You then have adopted these principles, and these 
obligations bind you. So far are you from being at liberty to 
favor, or contribute in any wise to uphold this custom, that, 
we think, you will permit us to assert it as your bounden duty 
imposed on you by your Saviour's word, to oppose it strenu- 
ously. Does not this appear by inference conclusive and 
unavoidable ? 

Let us now advert, secondly, to the New Testament. 

1. We will consider its precepts. One thing is here to be 
premised. This inspired book embodies, in form, no rules of 

* Is. 2: 2, 4. Micah 4: 1—4. 

t Acts 2: 16, 17. 1 Cor. 10: 11. Heb. 1: 2, &c, &e. 
21 
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legislation, or maxims of public policy. It deals directly only 
with individual feeling and conduct. It bids us judge of 
practices and customs by the motives and dispositions in which 
they originate, and which they engender and nourish. Yet of 
what are communities composed but individuals ? What is 
the national feeling, and the national conduct, but the aggre- 
gate of feeling and conduct which belong to individuals ? By 
whom is the multitude controlled, and the tide of battle poured 
along, if not by individuals ? What then are the teachings of 
the New Testament as to warlike propensities and the love of 
war? 

1. Compare the suggestions of the spirit of war with the 
sayings of Christ. Christ says, " Of the poor in spirit is the 
kingdom of heaven ; " the war-spirit lauds pride. Christ 
blesses " the meek ; " the war-spirit, men of wrath : Christ, 
" the peacemakers ; " the war-spirit, those who are busied in 
contentions and strife. Christ enjoins, " Bless them that curse 
you ; " the war-spirit, ' Curse and injure them.' Christ teach- 
es, " If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father in heaven forgive you ; " the war-spirit, ' Forgive them 
never, come what may : ' Christ, " Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them ; " the war-spirit, 
' Whatever they have done to you which ye would not, just 
that do ye to them : ' Christ, " Be ye wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves ; " the war-spirit, ' Be wise as serpents, and 
as harmless too : ' Christ, " Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself; " the war-spirit, ' Hate him so far as he hates thee.' 

2. See how the directions of the spirit of war compare with 
those of the apostles. " Avenge not yourselves." 'Nay, take 
it on you to avenge.' " Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord." ' Seek revenge ; get it in large measure ; it 
is sweet.' "If thine enemy hunger, feed him;" — 'feed him 
not: ' " for in so doing thou wilt convert him into a friend ; " 
' for by doing so thou wilt make him more bitter in enmity.' 
" Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." 
' Be not outdone in doing harm, but outdo harm by harm.' 
" So far as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men." 'Live 
so far at the control of others, that they may find it easy to 
blow up your passions to a flame, and fill you with hatred and 
rage.' 

We are furnished by this comparison with facilities to judge 
whether the principles and sentiments which characterize " the 
people that delight in war," are not repugnant to the gospel. 
Does it not set a broad seal of unqualified disallowance upon 
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them ? How much allowance then will the gospel permit us 
to grant to that custom which brings them into practice, which 
embodies them in forceful action, and applies them by system 
and rule ? 

II. We may advert to the examples in the New Testament 
respecting this custom. (This is one of the very few historical 
books which give no history of war !) These instances touch 
on our inquiry.* 

1. Soldiers asked John the Baptist, " What shall we do ? "f 
They were probably mercenaries, such as fight in any cause 
for mere pay. Can it be that the religion which breathes only 
love will sanction this ? ' John did not bid them leave the 
service,' it is said. What argument will any one build on this 
mere absence of assertion ? One that shall be urged to con- 
travene the precepts we have just considered ? One that may 
essentially modify the application of them? If any person 
should frame an argument on such a basis, we might content 
ourselves with replying, What then means the charge, " Do 
violence to no man," f thus given to those trained, as their 
noblest, if not their ordinary employment, to the business of 
doing violence on multitudes of men ? 

2. Of a centurion, a Roman soldier, our Saviour declared, 
" I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." J Christ, 
we concede, was silent as to his military character. But this 
silence is easily accounted for. He saw military men, perhaps 
daily ; why should he have passed a judgment, in this respect, 
on this one rather than on those ? Suppose that he had cen- 
sured him ; would this censure have arisen out of the circum- 
stances, or have comported with them ? How did he come to 
our Lord ? Not as a soldier, but simply as a deserving per- 
son. It was, as such, that the Lord noticed him. The ap- 
probation, it will be remembered, is directed, not in any way 
to his profession, but exclusively to his faith. Doubtless he 
had, like his countrymen, been, at some former period, an 
idolater. May it not very naturally be supposed that Jesus 
would have spoken of idolatry, in this case, rather than of war ? 
He spoke of neither. And if Christ's silence, in this case, 
respecting idolatry was consistent with holding it in the utmost 
abhorrence, who, with his precepts in remembrance, will say 
that his silence here respecting war is not consistent with hold- 
ing that custom in equal abhorrence ? 

* See on this topic Dy mond's Essays on the Principles of Morality. Es. III. , 
chap. 19. t Luke 3: 14. % Mat 8: 8—10. 
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3. The Saviour paid tribute to the Roman government.* 
This went, no doubt, with other moneys, into the imperial 
treasury. The question we are here to resolve is, Will this 
militate against a rigorous application of his commands ? How 
can it ? The Roman nation lived indeed on war ; so also 
they worshipped thousands of false gods. If the Saviour's 
tax-paying may be taken in sanction of the custom of war, 
may it not, or rather, by parity of reasoning, must it not, be 
taken in sanction of the accustomed multiform idolatry, since 
idolatry along with war was maintained from the common 
treasury ? The whole truth, as we view it, is this : Our Saviour 
gave, as a Jewish citizen, the tribute laid on him, as on all 
individuals who were such, by the Roman power. Not the 
shadow of inconsistency may, in this aspect of the matter, be 
traced between his practice and his commands. We can appro- 
priately aver to any man, if you argue that he favored war, 
the argument is equally strong that he favored idolatry ; if you 
argue that he favored any Roman war, the same argument is 
equally clear that he favored all those which the Romans 
themselves, wicked and heathen as they were, acknowledged, 
were terribly atrocious and vile. 

4. Before his capture by the Jewish band, Christ directed 
his disciples to procure swords.f Why 1 When it was said, 
" Lord, here are two swords," he replied, " It is enough." j 
Here the abettors of the custom under examination will find a 
difficulty. Two swords were not enough for twelve persons, 
himself and the eleven, to use in the ordinary manner. The 
sequel of the narrative even states that, when one of the disci- 
ples had used one of them thus, Jesus miraculously healed the 
wound. § This difficulty, however, will perhaps vanish, should 
it occur to the individuals troubled with it, to reflect that the 
call for weapons might have been made, and this occurrence 
permitted, by our Lord, so as to show, more impressively, and 
by his own example, his disapprobation of his followers relying 
on arms. How could he, indeed, have, with more aptness, or, 
in any way, better illustrated what he had taught his disciples 
to do, " Love your enemies," &c, than by this inversion of 
what the disciples had done ? The sad truth which he uttered 
in connection with this incident, and, it would appear, as a 
sufficient, though not the greatest reason for the abandonment 
and utter disuse of physical violence for remedial purposes, 
confirms this view ; "All they that take the sword shall perish 

* Mat. 17: 24, 25. t Luke 22: 36. % v. 38. § v. 51. 
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by the sword." * We cannot, as we pass, well forbear asking, 
have we not here Christ giving to his precepts the enforcement 
of his own practice, under peculiar circumstances, which seem- 
ed to call imperatively for conduct in reverse of them ? 

5. Regarding the case of Cornelius,! remarks similar to 
those made in regard to the other centurion, are applicable.^ 

6. The first Christians were directed to flee from Jerusalem 
when they should see it encompassed with armies.<§> They 
had been inoffensive men ; and was it not their homes, their 
kinsmen, their earthly all which would be assailed ? Why 
should they depart then] Should they not have stayed espe- 
cially then? Forty years beforehand this direction was given. 
Yet it was no foresight of a weak fear that gave it. The lips 
of him who at that time bade them fly, had previously bidden 
them, " Fear not them which kill the body ; " and he himself 
soon afterward met a death fraught with sufferings such as 
have never been paralleled, with unblanching courage, herein, 
as in other things, leaving them an example which, both before 
and after this flight, they shrunk not from following, till " the 
king of terrors " came to them arrayed in his most frightful 
forms. Let it be that this direction was given to them with 
reference to a singular emergency, and in view of such miseries 
to be occasioned by war as earth never had seen, and should 
never see again ;|| yet it teaches plainly a lesson which all the 
Saviour's friends may learn. It confessedly presents nothing 
in favor of withstanding war even in the instance of its being 
brought against us. What is its bearing, then, upon the cus- 
tom, and the love of making war? Regarding this, what else 
does it inculcate ? 

Thus far the examples. Are not Christians, from their 
testimony also, authorized to regard this custom as discordant 
with the " will of God concerning us ? " They tally and are 
coincident in spirit with the precepts of the gospel. And how 
beautifully do the maxims and injunctions of the latter dispen- 
sation harmonize with, and fulfil, the prophecies of the former ! 

Thus have we sought to trace out Christian duty, as to this 
custom, from the inspired writings. And the examination has 
led to this result : If we are permitted to do any thing of war- 
like kind, it must not exceed the limits of simple resistance 
against perilous assaults; and the heart must, in the mean 
time, be kept wholly free from inimical and revengeful feel- 

* Mat. 26: 52. t Acts 10. t (2) above. 

§ Mat. 24: 6, 16, &c. I! Mat. 24: 21. 
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ings ; still loving its neighbors (its assailants) as itself. Every- 
thing beyond this, the love of war, the spirit of war, the com- 
placent regard, the custom, of war, it forbids. In what state 
are Christians to place themselves towards that which the gos- 
pel forbids ? They may not abstain from it merely ; they 
must set themselves in opposition to it. They always, so far 
as their ability extends, should, in the use of those means 
which the gospel affords, and to which the providence of God 
directs, seek, discreetly and conscientiously, to extirpate and 
expel it from the world. The will of Jehovah is paramount 
authority. If no important error lurks in the statements and 
reasoning here presented, our duty stands clearly revealed. 

We will each rest in this conclusion : God calls me to aid 
in talcing away from this world the practice and love of war. 
He requires me, not only to disapprove the custom, but to put 
forth strenuously every judicious effort, by legal, moral, 
rightful, Christian influence, to abolish it for ever. 



Article V. 

MR. WOLFF'S ADDRESS ON PEACE. 

Mr. Wolff, the converted Jew, delivered, on the evening of Sept. 
9th, 1837, before the New York Peace Society, an address, of which 
we copy the following abstract from Zion's Watchman : 

My dear Friends : — 1 am indebted to this Society for having 
considered a passage of Scripture the past week more atten- 
tively than I ever did before. I am fully convinced, as a 
student of prophecy, that peace shall be established on earth 
at the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, if we 
must not speak of this till that time, we might as well not 
speak of any thing concerning the gospel till that time. We 
must, therefore, see if this Society can be defended by Scrip- 
ture; and if so, we must advocate it, though its principles may 
not agree with our own in every respect. 

That it is scriptural to advocate the cause of peace, cannot 
for a moment be doubted ; for when our blessed Lord, who is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, was lying in the manger, 
even at that time, when he was first born for suffering, the 
heavenly host sang, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 



